been the witnessing of feats of skill and strength, in which there is almost always more or less risk to the performers. The element of brutality, however, may be said to have steadily diminished before the growth of that moral feeling which recognises the sacredness of human life. As a proof of this tendency, one may compare the national sports of three countries at different periods. First, our own prize-fighting of a generation ago, which was rarely fatal to the pugilists ; next, the bull-fighting of Spain, in which life has been steadily sacrificed for centuries; and thirdly, the gladiatorial combats of ancient Rome, when, except by the merest chance, death was a certainty for one or both of the combatants. So 
